
                                Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

                       Thursday, January 14
th

 2016 Regular Meeting  

           Municipal Center Assembly Room -196 No. Main St. Southington, CT 

     Minutes 

 

 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present. Also in attendance were Mark Sciota, 

Town Atty./Deputy Town Manager and David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner. 

 

Chair Triano called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

Approval of minutes from October 29th, 2015 passed with all in favor, noting Chair 

Triano as abstaining. (Motion to approve by Mr. Borowy, seconded by Miss Miceli). 

 

The next item was a discussion on the POCD (Plan of Conservation and Development). 

Miss Clock gave an update on the plan and added that it is in final draft form on the 

town’s website (Southington.org) for review. From an open space perspective, the 

purchase of development rights is a key feature (referencing the recent Hawk’s Landing 

development rights approval), as is preservation of existing farmlands. The plan also 

encompasses the effectiveness and benefits of long range planning. Miss Urillo, also on 

the POCD committee with Miss Clock, stressed the importance of longevity on land use 

committees such as Open Space. Valuable insight comes from working with property 

owners and discussing their goals of preservation and the benefits they can glean from 

offering their property to the town. Mr. Berkmoes added that as a life-long resident he 

can remember when a good portion of the town was under agricultural use. He would like 

to see some of that history preserved.  

 

With regard to long range planning and resource management as outlined in the draft 

POCD, Mr. Lavallee gave an update on the Crescent Lake Timber Harvest. The tree 

cutting activity has been halted until frozen soil conditions prevail. Frozen ground will 

allow the skid roads to be used without creating substantial ruts. The Forester supervising 

the project approached Mr. Lavallee with a request to hold a one day walk within the 

harvest area to promote the creation of rabbit habitat by establishing brush piles. There is 

an aspen grove that would be ideal for such a program. Mr. Worthley from UCONN 

School of Forestry showed interest as well. The Committee thought this would be a good 

idea and supports the walk. Mr. Lavallee will reach out to Mr. Hansen the Forester. 

Additionally, within the Crescent Lake property, a student would like to establish a tree 

identification trail. The Committee had no issues with the request and will leave it up to 

Mr. Lavallee to coordinate.  

 

The Chair asked if any other business regarding the POCD or Open Space was before 

them; Mr. Sciota noted that the two referrals to Town Council for open space purchases 

were approved. Miss Miceli asked for an update on the website from Mr. Lavallee 

regarding addresses of open space parcels and ease of pinpointing particular properties. 



Mr. Lavallee stated that the information is in the hands of the GIS vendor and will be 

applied as soon as possible. Mr. Brumback added that these updates may take a bit of 

time as there is a host of coordination efforts that go along with such requests. 

 

A Mr. Matt Chunis whom is new to town asked when proposed open space purchases 

become public and what the process is for review. Chair Triano asked Mr. Sciota to give 

a brief explanation which he did.  

 

Next up was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters. A motion to convene 

Executive Session was made by Miss Miceli, Second by Mr. Berkmoes with all in favor 

at 4:20 PM. 

 

Executive Session ended at 4:50 PM upon a motion by Mr. Brumback, Second by Miss 

Miceli with all in favor.  

 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Pocock; Second by Mr. Berkmoes with all in favor at 4:52 PM. 

 


